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Why Measure?

“What gets measured gets done” - 
Rheticus



Vanity Rankings 

RANKED #1 AMONG BEST CITIES 
FOR WOMEN TO START A BUSINESS 

TOP 25 CITIES WHERE MILLENNIALS 
ARE MOVING

RANKED ONE OF THE BEST CITIES 
FOR MILLENNIALS IN THE NATION



Methodology

We researched how the best cities 
in the world measure themselves 
and created a list of key metrics.



Key Metrics

Per Capita Income

Median Household Income

Poverty Rate

Unemployment Rate

Homeownership Rate 

Violent Crime Rate

Educational Attainment



Per Capita Income: Florida Cities
TA MPA H AS  T HE  TH I R D HI G H ES T  PE R  C A PI TA  I N C OM E  O F  AL L  MA J OR  FLO RI DA  C I T I ES .

Source: American Community SurveyTable #1



Per Capita Income: Benchmark Cities
TA MPA’ S  H I GH - I N C OME  E AR N E R S  S KE W  T HE  AV E R AG E .

Source: American Community SurveyTable #2



Median Household Income: Florida Cities
TA MPA H AS  T HE  S E CO N D HI G H E S T ME D IA N  HO U S E HO LD  I N C OM E  O F  AL L  M A J O R  F LOR I DA  C I T IE S .

Source: American Community SurveyTable #3



Per Capita Income: Benchmark Cities
TA MPA’ S  L AG S  B E H I N D I T ’ S  BE N C HMA R K C IT I E S  BU T  R EC E N T LY  OV E RT OO K C H AR LOT T E .

Source: American Community SurveyTable #4



Median Household Income: Benchmark Cities
TA MPA’ S  L AG S  B E H I N D I T ’ S  BE N C HMA R K C IT I E S  

Source: American Community SurveyTable #5



Gender Inequality: Florida Cities
TA MPA I S  T H E  S E C ON D M OS T  U N EQ U AL  MA J OR  C I T Y I N  F LOR I DA .

Source: American Community SurveyTable #6



Gender Inequality: Florida Cities
TA MPA I S  T H E  S E C ON D M OS T  U N EQ U AL  MA J OR  C I T Y I N  F LOR I DA .

Source: American Community SurveyTable #7



Racial Inequality: Florida Cities
TA MPA I S  T H E  S E C ON D M OS T  U N EQ U AL  MA J OR  F LOR I DA  C I T Y

Source: American Community SurveyTable #8



Racial Inequality: Florida Cities
TA MPA I S  T H E  S E C ON D M OS T  U N EQ U AL  MA J OR  C I T Y I N  F LOR I DA .

Table #9 Source: American Community Survey



Middle Class: Florida Cities
TA MPA' S  M ID DL E  C L AS S  I S  T H E  S E C ON D S MA LLE S T  FR OM AL L  MA J O R  FLO R I DA  C I T I ES

Source: American Community SurveyTable #10



Poverty Rate: Florida Cities
TA MPA H AS  T HE  S E CO N D HI G H E S T PO VE R TY  R AT E  OF  FLO R ID A’ S  MA J O R  C I T I E S .  

Source: American Community SurveyTable #11



Poverty Rate: Benchmark Cities
TA MPA H AS  T HE  S E CO N D HI G H E S T PO VE R TY  R AT E  OF  OU R  B E N C HM AR K C I TI E S

Source: American Community SurveyTable #12



Poverty Rate: Florida Cities
TA MPA H AS  T HE  S E CO N D LOW E S T  U N E MPLOY ME N T  R AT E  OF  FLO R ID A’ S  MA J O R  C I T IE S . ( T I E D W I T H 
MI A MI )  

Source: American Community SurveyTable #13



Homeownership Rate: Florida Cities & Singapore
TA MPA LA G S  B E H I N D S T.  PE T E RS BU R G ,   J AC KS O N VI L LE  AN D  FO RT  LA U DE R D A LE  IN  H OME OW N E RS H I P  
R AT E .

Source: American Community SurveyTable #14



Homeownership Rate: Florida Cities
TA MPA H AS  T HE  TH I R D LOW E S T  H OM EO W N E R S HI P  R AT E  O F  F LOR I DA’ S  M A J OR  C I T IE S

Table #15 Source: American Community Survey



Violent Crime Rate: Florida Cities
TA MPA H AS  T HE  LOW E S T  V IO LE N T C R IM E  R AT E  O F  AN Y  M AJ OR  C IT Y  I N  FLO R I DA .

Source: Federal Bureau of InvestigationTable #16
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Educational Attainment: Florida Cities
TA MPA I S  T H E  M OS T  E D U C AT E D M A J OR  C IT Y  I N  FLOR I DA  ( T I E D  W I T H S T.  PE T E R S B U R G)

Source: American Community SurveyTable #17



Source: American Community SurveyTable #18

Educational Attainment: Benchmark Cities
TA MPA I S  L E S S  E D U C ATE D  T H AN  I T S  B E N C H MA R K C I T I E S  



Moez Limayem, Dean, USF Muma College of Business

“The Amazons of the world go 
beyond the rankings and the rhetoric 
– they look at the facts, and they 
know the facts better than we do.”



Conclusions

TAMPA’S POLICY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
EFFORTS NEED TO BE FOCUSED ON REDUCING 
POVERTY AND GROWING THE MIDDLE CLASS.

TAMPA NEEDS TO USE AN HONEST 
SCORECARD TO MEASURE WHERE WE ARE 

AND WHERE WE WANT TO GO.



Next Steps

1) DEFINE 
SCORECARD & GOALS

2) COMMUNITY 
INPUT

3) PREDICTIVE 
ANALYTICS

4) PLAN



Tampa Scorecard: http://www.Tampascorecard.com

Metrics Tampa Best City in Florida Tampa 2030 Goal

Per Capita Income, 2024 $52,528 $153,182 (Naples)

Median Household Income, 2024 $75,475 $198,669 (Parkland)  

Homeownership Rate, 2024 50.3% 92.5% (Belle Isle)

Crime Rate (per 100,000), 2019 405 147 (Port St. Lucie)

Poverty Rate, 2024 11.1% 3.5% (Parkland)

Educational Attainment, 2024 26.7% 75.1% (Coral Gables)

Labor Force Unemployed, 2024 3.2% 0.7% (Naples)

http://www.tampascorecard.com/


Footnotes

1) “MIDDLE CLASS” DEFINED BY PEW RESEARCH 
CENTER AS INDIVIDUAL WITH INCOME BETWEEN 

$45,000 - $135,000 A YEAR.

2) VIOLENT CRIME RATE ASCERTAINED BY 
DIVIDING # OF VIOLENT CRIMES BY CITY 
POPULATION MULTIPLIED BY 100,000.



Links and Sources

Tables 1-7 & 10 - 13:  Census TableID: DP03      -  https://tinyurl.com/TPAScore1 

Tables 8-9:   Census TableID: S1902      -  https://tinyurl.com/TPAScore2 

Tables 14-15:   Census TableID: DP04      -  https://tinyurl.com/TPAScore3 

 

Table 16:   FBI Crime Statistics           -  https://tinyurl.com/TPAScore4 

 

Tables 17-18:   Census TableID: S1501      -  https://tinyurl.com/TPAScore5

                                                 

                   

https://tinyurl.com/TPAScore1
https://tinyurl.com/TPAScore2
https://tinyurl.com/TPAScore3
https://tinyurl.com/TPAScore4
https://tinyurl.com/TPAScore5
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